
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I am writing to inform you of a change in the school curriculum that directly affects Year 8 students. You will 

be aware that our Year 9 students already begin their GCSE courses in English, Maths and Science. This week, 

governors approved a proposal that from September 2017, GCSE courses will begin in all subjects. This 

means that current Year 8 will need to make the GCSE choices before the May 2017 half-term rather than 

in Year 9. 

We are clearly aware of concerns that will be raised regarding Year 8 making choices so early and we are 

committed to supporting both students and parents in this process after half-term. However, we firmly 

believe that the introduction of more demanding content of GCSE courses and more time to focus on exam 

techniques are key reasons to make the change.  Many other schools have adopted this model, and whilst 

this in itself is not a reason to change, it means that our students would be disadvantaged; students at 

Bromfords who have been studying courses for 18 months are already competing against students of the 

same age who will have been studying the same courses for 30 months.  Students will also spend more time 

studying subjects they have chosen and there is a clear link between student’s enjoyment of a subject and 

how well they achieve. 

Clearly, the information and guidance given to Year 8 making their GCSE preferences is of paramount 

importance and I would ask you to make note of the following dates in your diaries: 

Thursday 9th March 2017 Drop in session between 5:00pm and 7:00pm 
Monday 13th March 2017  Year 8 issued with GCSE Preferences booklet  
Wednesday 22nd March 2017 Year 8 KS4 Preference Evening for parents/students 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
Thursday 20th April 2017 Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening 4:00pm – 7:00pm 
Friday 5th May 2017  Year 8 Subject Preference Forms due back  
Senior staff will be in school on the evening of Thursday 9th March 2017 between 5:00pm and 7:00pm should 

parents wish to drop in and ask any specific questions about the changes outlined above. 

Yours sincerely 

JTree 

Mr J Tree 

Deputy Headteacher 


